LICENSING AND APPROVALS PROCESS FOR EXPLORATION, RETENTION AND PRODUCTION ACTIVITIES
IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA (SA)

Pursuant to the SA Petroleum and Geothermal Energy (PGE) Act 2000 and PGE Regulations 2013

STAGE 1: LICENSING

Prepare and submit Exploration,
Speculative Survey or
exploration-related Associated
Activities or Special Facilities

Prepare and submit Retention,
Production or production-
related Associated Activities or
Special Facilities Licence

PGE Regulations 4,5 & 6

PGE Regulations 4, 7 & 8

v

v

Publish Associated Activities or
Special Facilities Licence
application in the SA Government
Gazette.

30 calendar days.

Note: Time frame can be reduced
through a determination of the

Publish Production, Associated
Activities or Special Facilities
Licence application in the SA
Government Gazette.

30 calendar days.

Note: Time frame can be reduced
through a determination of the

Minister.
v

Minister.
A

Refer licence application to the relevant Minister/DEW where the area

is:

*Within a National Park, Conservation Park or a Regional Reserve.
*Within or adjacent to the Adelaide Dolphin Sanctuary, a marine park or
the River Murray Protection Area.

Response within 20 - 60 business days.

v

v

For Exploration Licence
applications, consult with
underlying compatible licence
holders.

14 calendar days.

For Associated Activities or
Special Facilities Licence
applications, where area covers
an existing licence area(s),
consult with existing licence
holder(s).

14 calendar days.

For Production and Retention
Licence applications, consult
with underlying compatible
licence holders.

14 calendar days.

For Associated Activities Licence
or Special Facilities Licence
applications, where area covers
an existing licence area(s),
consult with existing licence
holder(s).

y

v

For Speculative Survey Licence
applications, consult with

|

Where required, if Native Title
has not been extinguished over
proposed Licence area, initiate
negotiations for conjunctive land
access in accordance with the
Native Title Act 1993 through
either the Right to Negotiate
procedure; or an Indigenous
Land Use Agreement.

Where required, if Native Title
has not been extinguished over
proposed Licence area, initiate
negotiations for conjunctive
land access in accordance with
the Native Title Act 1993
through either the Right to
Negotiate procedure; or an
Indigenous Land Use
Agreement.
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| LICENCE GRANTED |

| LICENCE GRANTED |

7 ‘f, 5 Department for Energy and Mining

N, Government of South Australia

The PGE Act process consists of three stages. Firstly, a licence is granted authorising the licensee to carry out the specific activity to which the licence relates. Environmental assessments are
then required, to develop environmental objectives and assessment criteria for approval. Finally, a location-specific activity notification is submitted for assessment and approval where
required. Each stage is shown independently in this flowchart and all stages are required to be completed before regulated activities can commence. In reality, it will be possible for some
aspects of the separate stages to occur in parallel - this is best discussed with Department for Energy and Mining early in project planning. References to appropriate sections of the PGE
\Regulations are provided where these will assist the proponent. Time frames are provided where these are statuatory or foxed by written agreement.

STAGE 2: ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND APPROVAL OF ENVIRONMENTAL OBJECTIVES

STAGE 3: ACTIVITY NOTIFICATION AND APPROVAL

Does SEO exist for proposed activity that addresses all
potential risks associated with the proposal?

Yes

No

Prepare and submit environmental

assessment against existing SEO for DEM

PGE Regulation 20(1)(g)

Prepare and submit EIR and draft SEO.

PGE Regulations 10, 12 & 13

If proposal involves coal seam gas, refer EIR and draft
SEO to the Independent Expert Scientific Committee on
Coal Seam Gas and Large Coal Mining Development.

medium impact.

Environmental Significance Assessment to determine level of environmental
impact. 10 business days.
Note: Activities that significantly impact MNES under the EPBC Act will be at least

v

v

Low impact

Medium impact

High impact

v

v

v

Consult on determined low
level of environmental impact
with:

EPA; and

DEW.

Comments within 10
business days.

Consult on determined medium/high level of environmental
impact with DPTI. Comments within 10 business days.

For low level official surveillance activities,
prepare and submit Activity Notification.
Requires submission of:

*Detailed activity information;

*EIR and approved SEO, or environmental
assessment against the relevant (existing)
approved SEO;

*Landowner information; and

*Statement regarding the fitness-for-purpose of
facilities, equipment and management systems.
May also require submission of:

*Risk assessment documentation;

*Assessment to validate the fitness-for-purpose
statement;

*Work area clearance details/report; and

*Any other material required by DEM to ensure
it has comprehensive information on the
proposed activities.

At least 21 days prior to activity
commencement.

Note: Time frames may be reduced on application
and with approval.

For high level official surveillance activities,
prepare and submit Activity Notification and
application for approval.

Requires submission of:

*Detailed activity information;

*EIR and approved SEO, or environmental
assessment against the relevant (existing)
approved SEO;

*Landowner information;

*Assessment of the fitness-for-purpose of
facilities, equipment and management systems;
*Proposals against the operator assessment
factors;

*Risk assessment, HAZOP documentation;
*Work area clearance details/report; and
*Any other material required by DEM to ensure
it has comprehensive information on the
proposed activities.

At least 35 days prior to activity
commencement.

Note: Time frames may be reduced on application
and with approval.

L

PGE Regulations 18 & 20

PGE Regulations 16, 19 & 20

Consider comments and classify the environmental impact of
proposed activities. 5 business days.

|

I}

v

v

\’

Submit Notices of Entry to owners of land.
At least 21 days prior to activity commencement.

Note 1: The PGE Act provides a dispute resolution process for land entry objections.
Note 2: Notice period may be reduced with written consent from all owners of land.

LOW IMPACT

MEDIUM IMPACT

HIGH IMPACT

PGE Regulation 22

v

|

v

Consultation on EIR and draft
SEO with:

*EPA;

*DEW;

*SafeWork SA; and

*DPTI, if activity is within a
council area or a part of the
State described in

Schedule 20 of the
Development Act 1993.
Comments within 20
business days.

Public consultation on EIR and
draft SEO with:

*EPA;

*DEW;

*DPTI;

* SafeWork SA;

*Relevant statutory authorities;
*Relevant local councils;
*Landowners;

*Key stakeholders; and
*General public.

Comments within 30 business
days.

Assessment and consultation
under the Development Act
1993.

At least 7 months.

v

Has all information been provided and any land entry issues resolved?

Yes

Preparation of Environmental
Impact Statement that (along
with draft SEO) will be subject
to an extensive public
consultation process. Refer to
the Development Act 1993 for
details.

v

A

For low level official surveillance activities:
activities can commence without approval
provided all statuatory time frames have
been satisfied.

For high level official surveillance activities:
APPROVAL TO COMMENCE ACTIVITIES
GRANTED.

Refer draft SEO to DEW for:

Refer draft SEO to the relevant Minister for:
*Approval, where it covers any area within a National or Conservation Park.

*Concurrence, where it covers any area within or adjacent to a Marine Park, the Adelaide Dolphin
Sanctuary, the River Murray Protection Area or the Murray-Darling Basin.

* Consultation, where it covers any area within a Regional Reserve.
Response within 20 - 60 business days.
Note: This referral usually occurs in parallel with consultation on EIR and draft SEO.
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Consider comments and amend EIR and/or draft SEO as required.

No
%l Further information provided.

ACTIVITY APPLICATION DECLINED

v

warrant further consultation?

Have significant changes been made to EIR and/or draft SEO document that Yes

|No

v

5-10 business days.

SEO APPROVED
Approval decision published in SA Government Gazette.

SEO NOT APPROVED

Require preparation of a fresh SEO

DEW = Department of Environment and Water

DPTI = Department of Planning, Transport and Infrastructure
DEM = Department for Energy and Mining

EIR = Environmental Impact Report

EPA = Environment Protection Authority

EPBC Act = Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999
HAZOP = Hazard and Operability Study

MNES = Matters of National Environmental Significance

PGE Act = Petroleum and Geothermal Energy Act 2000

SA = South Australia

SEO = Statement of Environmental Objectives

Blue box = initiated by
proponent/
Licensee

Green box = initiated by
DEM/
SA Government
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