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There is an increasing number of consumers sourcing portable cabinet gas heaters that use LPG 
cylinders inside the casing. These appliances are often purchased through online suppliers based 
overseas who sell them through auction and sales websites.

The use of portable cabinet heaters, with LPG cylinders in the heater casing, to provide indoor 
heating is prohibited in South Australia under Section 61 of the Gas Act (SA) 1997.

The combination of LPG cylinder and flueless heater together can create a dangerous combination, 
particularly when used indoors, if the user chooses to ignore safety advice and take appropriate 
precautions.

As the appliance can be moved quite easily into other areas it might be used in prohibited locations 
such as bedrooms and bathrooms, along with other rooms that are too small and have no permanent 
ventilation installed.

Flueless gas heaters are very efficient but it is essential that the rooms they are used in have adequate 
ventilation for their safe use. The operation of unflued room heaters in confined spaces may result in 
incomplete combustion of the LPG gas and the production of Carbon Monoxide. Carbon Monoxide is a 
colourless, odourless poisonous gas.

Reputable gas appliance retailers in South Australia are well aware of the prohibition of the sale and use 
of portable cabinet heaters with LPG cylinders inside the casing and do not stock or sell this type of gas 
heater. 

All prescribed gas appliances must be certified by a recognised Australian certifier to Australian 
Standards. The Gardinia and Sanau brand heaters illustrated are not certified by a recognised gas 
appliance certifier as required by Australian law. As a consequence they are not legal to sell or operate in 
South Australia.
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More information

For more information please visit the Office of the Technical Regulator (OTR) website sa.gov.au/otr

Online traders often do not reside in South Australia and disregard Australian certification specific requirements. 
Often there is no warranty support or spare parts available when things go wrong.

The storage and use of LPG cylinders indoor also poses a significant risk and should be avoided. 

For example, the cylinder could tip over and cause the liquid form of the LPG gas to reach burner, which will result 
in flaring. If the regulator was to vent or the cylinder relief valve was to operate inside, the consequences could be 
disastrous.

The OTR does not recommend the purchase or use of unflued portable cabinet heaters as these appliances 
contravene the Gas Act (SA) are illegal in South Australia. No licensed gasfitter will repair this type of heater and 
you may be left with a dangerous unserviceable heater once it requires repairs. 

If you have already purchased this type of heater it is recommended that you contact the seller to negotiate a 
refund. Advise the seller that the appliance is illegal in South Australia. The OTR are happy for the seller to contact 
us for verification. 

If you are unable to negotiate a satifactory outcome and refund for the heater you should contact the Office of 
Consumer and Business Affairs for consumer advice relating to your rights and the consumer laws.

The OTR recommends that you do no operate any unflued portable cabinet heater.

If you purchased the appliance from a seller or trader who resides in South Australia then you are encouraged 
provide the OTR with the details in writing so that we may investigate the matter further in accordance with the 
provisions of the Gas Act (SA) 1997.

http://sa.gov.au/otr

