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Re: Response to the Extension of the Kanmantoo Bluestone Quarry – EML over RL 132 
 
The Kanmantoo Action Group has been an active group of local members who examine various 
issues relating to Kanmantoo. To follow is an outline of the community’s response to the extension 
of lease for the Bluestone Quarry in Kanmantoo. Extractive Mining Lease Application over RL 132 
(formerly MC 4405)  
 
Consultation with the community – The communities of Kanmantoo and Callington were totally 
unaware of the extension proposal of the Bluestone Quarry until a few weeks back. Any notice of 
the proposed extension had not been in the local newspaper, displayed in the local shops or in the 
any other publication in the area. Hanson’s have said in their proposal that they have had 
extensive community consultation, but this is far from the truth. Apparently, they have presented 
some information at the K4C meetings in Callington, but nothing was ever said about the extension 
and not many residents of Kanmantoo attend the K4C meetings. The size of the EML was totally 
unexpected by all community members who have now had an opportunity to look at the proposal. 
 
Noise – This is a major issue for the residents of Kanmantoo. Currently, there are large trucks that 
trundle through Kanmantoo at various hours of the day starting as early as 6.00am. With the 
expected extension of the Bluestone Quarry there will be a significant increase in mining noise 
(blasting, crushing, hauling) and the number of trucks moving through the town, with an increase to 
one truck every 11 minutes across a 24/7-time frame. The planned 24/7 operation of the quarry 
would make living in Kanmantoo unbearable. The constant noise of mining activities plus the trucks 
would impact on quality of life and add to the stress of residents who have had many years of 
impact from Hillgrove mining. The trucks when full, cause vibrations in houses close to the road 
and in summer there is a constant emission of dust from the underneath the trucks. The increase 
in noise and dust is not acceptable for residents in Kanmantoo. 
 
Quality of air (dust) – this is a major issue for Kanmantoo residents. After years of dust issues 
from Hillgrove Resources mine, the residents of Kanmantoo will not accept any level of dust. After 
having dust in our gutters, water tanks, on solar panels, on verandas and patios and on our 
vehicles, residents are done with dust generated by mining and quarry companies. With constant 
passage of the heavy trucks from the quarry, the earth becomes loose and dust particles are 
always seen suspended in the air especially when it is dry. With the prevailing winds blowing over 
the quarry site, a lot of dust will be lifted into the air and it will cause a lot of nuisance around the 
Kanmantoo area. So, with the increased quarry activities and the use of trucks a huge amount of 
dust will be release to the atmosphere. The constant dust in the community, especially in summer, 
has a physical and mental health and social impact on residents. 
 
Hours of Operation of the Bluestone Quarry – The proposed extension of working hours to 24/7 
is not acceptable to Kanmantoo residents. The increase noise from blasting, crushing, hauling of 
aggregate is not a reasonable impost to put on Kanmantoo residents. The hours of operation need 
to be business hours (8.00am to 5.00pm Monday to Friday) with strict regulations to manage noise, 
dust and traffic. Residents of Kanmanntoo have suffered for years from the mining activities of 
Hillgrove Mine and know what will happen with this extension – increased noise, lights, dust, traffic. 
The lifestyle that most people expect in Kanmantoo is not supported by the extension of the 
Bluestone Quarry.  
 
Community Safety – the increase in traffic that will result from the extension of Bluestone Quarry 
will impact on both Kanmantoo and Callington as the main route for the trucks is through the main 
roads of both Kanmantoo and Callington. This means that Kanmantoo and Callingon are hemmed 
by the route and there is no other safe exist. The increase in truck loads to as much as 288 loads 



per week, 52 weeks of the year will impact on the activities along these routes, including use of bus 
stops, playgrounds, people exercising and walking their dogs, young children cycling and the most 
importantly the aesthetics of the towns. We do not want to live in towns where trucks dominate the 
landscape and all other lifestyle activities are affected by this. The park in Kanmantoo has become 
a social meeting place for families to have parties and picnics and for children to enjoy the 
activities of the playground. It has been lovely to see this use of the park increase over the last few 
years. So, trucks trundling through Kanmantoo 24/7, seven days a week is not something we want 
to see. The mixture of community activities and large trucks is a recipe for disaster and ultimately 
deaths. 
 
Life of the mining lease – the projected life of the quarry is 140 years. It is unreasonable for the 
community to agree with a project that expands over this length of time. If this project is granted an 
extension license then it needs to be released in stages, with any new release dependent on 
Hanson’s meeting all the strict licencing requirements of their current lease. As time goes by, the 
standards for dust, noise and traffic may change, so there needs to be safeguards in place so that 
future quarry activities meet the standards of the day. 
 
Changing the access route for trucks – after examining the maps produced by Hanson and from 
local knowledge there is a solution to the traffic issues that will affect Kanmantoo. Hanson’s need 
to develop the access road through Alex Well’s property to the Hillgrove Resources mine access 
road. In doing this, it would remove all heavy traffic moving through Kanmantoo. The road that is 
currently being used, Proctor Road, is not suitable for heavy vehicles. It is a narrow and winding 
road that produces enormous amounts of dust and must be sealed before the extension of license 
is granted. A major upgrade of this road is needed to carry heavy vehicles. Proctor Road has been 
recently upgraded for another 500m, but already it is breaking up with the amount traffic using it 
and the poor quality of upgrade. The social cost to the community of not seeking alternative routes 
or not sealing Proctor Road to the quarry is just too great.  
 
The use of large trucks, including heavy vehicles, have difficulty negotiating the corner of Princess 
Highway and Proctor Road and in this is a problem for local residents who use their cars in this 
area.  
 
Financial Costs – Kanmantoo and Callington residents have imposed on them many financial 
costs caused by the increase in dust caused by extraction companies: 

- Increased gutter cleaning 
- Increase in car cleaning 
- reduction in solar panels effectiveness – 25% reduction  
- increase in exterior of house furniture and equipment cleaning 
- increase in interior house cleaning 
- increase in air conditioner use – because windows need to stay closed because of dust 
- increase use of clothes dryer as the dust limits the ability to put clothes out in fresh air 
- pools need more attention  
- rainwater tanks need additional filters and cleaning 
- depreciation of land and house value 
- dust on backyard produce   

 
All of these activities have a huge financial impact on people. 
 
Health impacts – physical 

- respiratory issues – asthma 
- ingestion of dust 
- eye problems and allergies 
- lack of outside exercise 

 
Health impacts – well-being 

- stress and physiological trauma – can’t use outdoor areas 



- too much time spent in air-conditioned space – house bound – extra noise from air-
conditioner 

- limitations of positives from outdoor gardening 
- erodes resilience 
- burden of extra cleaning erodes leisure time   
- burden of extra financial cost causes stress on people 

 
Impact on lifestyle – Social Costs – as can be noted from previous points residents of 
Kanmantoo and Callington come to live in these places to enjoy the quiet, peaceful and aesthetic 
aspects of the communities. Allowing the extension of the mining lease to Bluestone Quarry flies in 
the face of all that is expected from residents of Kanmantoo and Callington. The social cost of 
granting an extension to the Bluestone Quarry is too great – increased dust, increased noise, 
increased movement of large trucks, impact of dust on drinking water, impact on physical and 
mental health of residents, changing the dynamics of the community by interfering with normal 
activities and the community being beholden to the quarry for its lifestyle activities. This is just not 
acceptable to the residents of Kanmantoo. 
 
 
Some thoughts in summary: 

- No development should have any cost on the community – financially, socially and with 
people’s health 

- Local communities should not have to underpin the profit of large companies (especially 
with their headquarters outside of Australia) 

- If companies can’t afford best practice, they should not be in business 
- It is not OK for companies to think the social benefit of a few local jobs can substitute the 

enormous social cost on communities 
 
 
 
Hazel Hunter  
Kanmantoo Action Group member 
 
Written on behalf of the Kanmantoo Action Group 


