
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

2003 ANNUAL REPORT 
 

for 
 

Preliminary Survey Licence PSL 9 
 

Covering the South Australian portion of the  
Port Campbell to Adelaide Gas transmission pipeline 



1.0 SUMMARY 
 

This report is submitted in accordance with the requirements of the South 
Australian Petroleum Act 2000 and the associated Regulations to that 
Act. 
 
2.0 CHRONOLOGY & SCOPE of LICENCE 
 
2.1 Application and Offer of Licence 
 
On 15 July 2002 SEA Gas sought to renew the term of Preliminary 
Survey Licence NO.4 (PSL 4) for a further year to continue authorised 
preliminary survey activities for laterals, meter stations, compressor sites 
and heaters which were not specifically covered by the Pipeline Licence 
PL13 granted 12 February 2002. 
 
The request for extension of term was not granted as PSL 4 was deemed 
to have lapsed and accordingly a replacement Preliminary Survey 
Licence, covering exactly the same area previously covered by PSL 4, 
and under exactly the same terms and conditions was then sought.  
 
The SEA Gas Directors then accepted an offer of Grant of Licence dated 
29 July 2002 and the replacement licence, known as Preliminary Survey 
Licence NO.9 (PSL 9), came into effect on the 15th day of August 2002 
for a term of 12 months. 
 
2.4 Authorised Activities 
  
The Preliminary Survey Licence authorises the following activities: 

• Land Survey; 
• Geo-technical Survey; 
• Ecological Survey: and 
• Heritage Survey,  

all as identified in the Statement of Environmental Objectives. 
 
3.0  REPORT ON ACTIVITIES 

 
3.1 Section 33(2) (a) of the Petroleum Regulations 2000 requires a 
summary of the regulated activities conducted under licence. 
 
Activities carried out during the term of PSL 9 involved title searches, 
initial and follow up landowner contacts, initial and follow up contacts 
with other stakeholders and interest groups, “flagging” by way of marker 



tapes of a possible route, pegging of alignment, environment and cultural 
heritage surveys, preparation of alignment plans and easement plans, and 
mailouts of project information to all landowners.  PSL 9 activities were 
conducted with particular reference to the pipeline route from Torrens 
Island, beneath the Port River to LeFevre Peninsula and thence north to 
the Pelican Point power station (Pelican Point extension). 
 
Regulated activities under PSL 9 were precursors to the submission of an 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Pelican Point Extension 
prepared in support of the subsequent application by SEA Gas Pty Ltd for 
a Variation to Pipeline Licence.  The EIR documents were produced in 
September 2002, were available for comment until early October 2002 
and culminated in the offer of and acceptance by SEA Gas Pty Ltd of a 
Variation to Pipeline Licence NO.13, dated 13 February 2003, with the 
revised SEO coming into force on gazettal in the SA Government Gazette 
on 6 February 2003. 
 
3.2 Section 33(2) (b) of the Petroleum Regulations 2000 requires a report 
on compliance with the Act, the regulations, the licence and any relevant 
statement of environmental objectives. 
 
SEA Gas reports that activities under this licence have complied in all 
regards with the Act, regulations and have met or exceeded the SEO 
commitments. 
 
3.3 Section 33(2) (c) of the Petroleum Regulations 2000 requires a 
statement concerning any action to rectify non-compliance with 
obligations imposed by the Act, the regulations or the licence and to 
minimise the likelihood of the recurrence of any such non-compliance. 
 
SEA Gas reports that there have been no instances of non-compliance; 
hence there is a “no statement required” response for this category. 
 
3.4 Section 33(2) (d) of the Petroleum Regulations 2000 requires a 
summary of any management system audits undertaken including 
information on any failures or deficiencies and any corrective actions. 
 
No formal internal audits of activities conducted under PSL 9 were 
undertaken; such audits are considered inappropriate in the preliminary 
survey licence stage in that all work was conducted in the overall context 
of securing a variation to the pipeline licence PL13, a situation where 
annual operational audits may be more relevant. 
 



 
3.5 Section 33(2) (e) of the Petroleum Regulations 2000 requires that a 
list of all reports and data relevant to the operation of the Act generated 
by the licensee be included in this report. 
 
The following reports are thus listed: 

• Environmental Impact Report (EIR) Pelican Point Extension, 
September 2002 

 
3.6 Section 33(2) (f) of the Petroleum Regulations 2000 requires an 
overall assessment of reportable incidents and an overall assessment of 
the effectiveness of actions taken to rectify non-compliances with the 
Act, regulations or licence. 
 
SEA Gas reports that there have been no reportable instances and no 
instances of non-compliance; hence there is a “no statement required” 
response for this category. 
 
3.7 Section 33(2) (g) of the Petroleum Regulations 2000 requires a report 
on reasonably foreseeable threats that present or may present a hazard to 
facilities or activities under the licence. 
 
SEA Gas reports that there have been no threats which might present a 
hazard to facilities or to preliminary survey activities related to this 
licence. 
 
3.8 Section 33(2) (h) of the Petroleum Regulations 2000 requires a 
statement outlining operations proposed for the ensuing year. 
 
Whilst the principal purpose of PSL9, as a precursor to a Variation to 
Pipeline Licence 13, was achieved by the granting of the Variation on 13 
February 2003, SEA Gas has also identified a need to be able to conduct 
further activities of a preliminary survey nature in the area already 
defined by PSL9.  In particular, the ability to conduct preliminary survey 
activities in response to any regional development requests for laterals is 
anticipated and replacement of PSL 9 may be sought in the near future. 
 
3.9 Section 33(2) (i), (j), of the Petroleum Regulations 2000 relate to 
activities under production licences and thus are not relevant to a report 
on activities under a preliminary survey licence. 
 
3.10 Section 33(2) (k) of the Petroleum Regulations 2000 requires an 
annual report to contain, in the case of a pipeline licence, the volume of 



any regulated substance transported through the pipeline.  This 
requirement is thus not relevant to a report on activities under a 
preliminary survey licence. 
 
3.11 Section 33(3) of the Petroleum Regulations 2000 requires an annual 
report to also contain a statement of expenditure on regulated activities 
conducted under licence, showing expenditure under relevant headings. 
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