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AS/NZS 5601.1:2013 outlines the special 
requirements for flueless space heaters 
installed in habitable spaces.

Clause 6.4.6 of the standard provides the maximum 
allowable total input ratings of the gas appliances.

Before installation

To make sure your installation is compliant with the 
Standard and the Gas Act 1997, it is recommended 
that you check the rules and calculate what can be 
used.

Check the rules

Check to see that a flueless space heater can be 
installed in the particular area. Prohibited locations 
include:

• bedrooms

• bathrooms

• toilets

• saunas

• spa rooms

• combined living/sleeping areas.

Calculate what can be used

Calculate the volume in cubic meters (m3) for each 
room where you plan to install a bayonet fitting. If 
rooms are connected by an open archway, the volumes 
can be combined (treated as one large room).

Then, using the volume of the room, calculate the 
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Clause 6.4.6 - Special requirements for 
flueless space heaters
For flueless space heaters in habitable spaces, 
the total input rating of the gas appliances shall 
not exceed—
a) 0.4 MJ/h for each cubic metre of room 

volume (approximately 100 W/m3) if the gas 
appliance is thermostatically controlled; or

b) 0.2 MJ/h for each cubic metre of room 
volume (approximately 50 W/m3) if the gas 
appliance is not thermostatically controlled.

In internal spaces such as passageways and 
lobbies, the total input rating of the flueless 
space heaters shall not exceed 0.4 MJ/h for 
each cubic metre of heated volume (100 W/
m3), irrespective of whether the gas appliance 
has thermostatic control.
NOTES:
1 Specific local requirements regarding the 

installation of flueless space heaters are 
listed in Appendix N for Victoria, Western 
Australia and South Australia.

2 Specific requirements for installation of 
flueless space heaters are given in Clause 
6.10.6.3.

3 For other types of flueless gas appliances, 
the ventilation requirements of Clause 6.4.4 
or 6.4.5 apply unless specific ventilation 
requirements are given in Clause 6.10.
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maximum input rating of a flueless space heater that 
can be safely and legally used in that area.

• For heaters without a thermostat, multiply the 
room volume by 0.2.

• For heaters with a thermostat, multiply the room 
volume by 0.4.

The result is a rating in Megajoules per hour (MJ/h).

Record the calculated information on the eCOC. 
Advise the owner/occupier so that they can source 
a heater to suit the maximum rating.

Installations where the 
heater is not present

There may be occasions where you are asked to 
install quick connect bayonet points for a flueless 
heater to be installed at a later date. For example, if 
the heater has not been purchased or delivered yet. 

Appendix N, Clause N 3.2 of the Standard specifies 
that in this case, 2 x 250 cm2 vents direct to 
atmosphere (one at high and one at low level) must 
be installed.

If the client does not want the 250 cm2 vents 
installed, you have 3 acceptable options:

1. Wait until the flueless heater is on site then install 
the bayonet point and correct ventilation for that 
particular heater.

2. Discuss options for your client to install alternative 
heating (e.g. fan assisted room sealed gas 
heating).

3. Turn down the job.

Ignoring the above requirements and installing quick 
connect bayonet points could lead to injury or even 
death of occupants.
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Appendix N, Clause N 3.2
Where a quick connect device socket is 
installed for the future connection of a flueless 
heater and the capacity is unknown, the room 
is required to have two ventilation openings 
installed, one at high level and one at low level. 
Each opening is required to have a minimum 
free area of 25 000 mm2.

Example

3m 4m

2.8 m

For example, two rooms which measure 3 m 
x 5 m and 4 m x 5 m. Both rooms have 2.8 m 
ceilings. 

The rooms are joined by a large arched opening, 
so can be treated as a single large room.

Volume = 7 x 5 x 2.8 = 98 m3

Maximum rating for a heater without a 
thermostat
Volume x 0.2 = 98 m3 x 0.2 = 19.6 MJ/h

Maximum rating for a heater with a 
thermostat
Volume x 0.4 = 98 m3 x 0.4 = 39.2 MJ/h
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