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Inspection/testing openings in multi-
storey sanitary plumbing systems

Plumbing Advisory Note – revised October 2019

Stacks and common discharge pipes 
must have accessible inspection 
openings for inspecting and testing 
sanitary plumbing systems, and so 
obstructions can be cleared as needed. 

Location of inspection/testing 
openings
Accessible inspection openings must be installed in 
the following locations to comply with 
AS/NZS 3500.2:2018:

• at the base of every stack

• at every junction fitting that connects a common 
discharge pipe to a stack, or in the upstream 
section of the common discharge pipe

• at intervals no greater than every 30 metres in a 
common discharge pipe.

Accessible inspection/testing openings shall be 
provided at any level of a stack where required 
for testing/inspection and ongoing maintenance 
purposes.

Access to inspection openings
As illustrated over the page, all required inspection 
openings must be accessible via an access panel, 
cover, door, or similar protection (as noted in 
AS/NZS 3500.0 glossary of terms).

Legislative requirements
The National Construction Code Series Volume 
3 – Plumbing Code of Australia (PCA), Part C1 
specifies the requirements for designing, 
constructing, installing, replacing, repairing, 
altering and maintaining any part of a sanitary 
plumbing system.

AS/NZS 3500.0 glossary of terms defines:

• an inspection opening is ‘an opening in a 
pipe or pipe fitting, arranged to facilitate 
inspection testing or the clearing of 
obstructions, and fitted with a threaded cap 
or plug or an access cover’

• a testing opening is ‘an opening with a 
removable cover in the body of a fitting and 
of sufficient size to permit the installation of 
a plug for use in the hydrostatic testing of a 
pipeline’

• accessible is ‘capable of being reached 
for the purposes of Inspection, cleaning 
or maintenance, repair, or replacement, 
but first may require removal of an access 
panel, cover, door or similar obstruction’.
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Class 1 residential buildings
Inspection openings must be installed and must be accessible:

• at the base of each stack 
and

• in the upstream section of a common discharge pipe ,either raised to surface level or provided with a access to 
the inspection point in the ceiling below or on the junction fitting that connects a common discharge pipe to a 
stack.

Commercial, industrial and Class 2-9 residential buildings
Inspection openings must be installed and must be accessible:

• at the base of every stack

• at every junction fitting that connects a common discharge pipe to a stack, or in the upstream section of the 
common discharge pipe

• at intervals no greater than every 30 metres in a common discharge pipe.
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Option 3
Testing/inspection opening at 

the junction fitting connecting a 
common discharge pipe to a 

stack must be accessible

Inspection opening at the base 
of the stack must be accessible

GROUND FLOOR LEVEL

Accessible inspection/testing 
openings may also be installed at 

any level of a stack for ongoing 
maintenance purposes.

Option 1
Inspection opening in the upstream 
section of the common discharge pipe 
raised to the surface level and fitted with 
an airtight bolted trap screw

Option 2
Inspection opening in the upstream 
section of the common discharge pipe 
must be accessible via an access panel, 
cover, door, or similar opening
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Option 1
Inspection opening in the upstream 
section of the common discharge pipe 
raised to the surface level and fitted with 
an airtight bolted trap screwOption 3

Testing/inspection opening at 
the junction fitting connecting a 

common discharge pipe to a 
stack must be accessible

Inspection opening at the base 
of the stack must be accessible

Option 2
Inspection opening in the upstream 
section of the common discharge pipe 
must be accessible via an access panel, 
cover, door, or similar opening



Contact the Office of the Technical Regulator for more information

Online sa.gov.au/otrplumbing

Email otrplumbenquiries@sa.gov.au

Phone 1300 760 311

Notes
• Common discharge pipes connected to sanitary plumbing stacks must have accessible testing/inspection 

openings, as per the diagrams on page 2.

• Acessible testing/inspection openings in sanitary plumbing stacks may be installed on each floor level.

• An accessible testing/inspection opening must be installed at the base of all sanitary plumbing stacks.

• When testing/inspection openings are located within a tenancy that is occupied by a separate party, it is a 
good idea to put the inspection/testing opening into the tenancy it serves.

Testing openings
Testing openings must be provided where required for testing of sanitary plumbing systems, in accordance with 
AS/NZS 3500.2:2018 Section 10.

Inspection openings for in-ground sanitary drainage systems
For requirements related to inspection openings in sanitary drainage systems, refer to AS/NZS 3500:2 Section 4.

Inspection opening in a sanitary plumbing stack
Access hatch in a sanitary plumbing stack Access hatch in a ceiling for a common 

discharge pipe inspection opening


