
Values and 
sensitivities 

mapped

Land is not 
suitable  

for renewable 
industries

Consultation 
with prescribed 
bodies including 

government 
agencies (DEW, 
EPA, AAR, DTI-
PLUS, DIT) and 

Native Title 
groups.

Followed 
by targeted 
consultation

Values and 
sensitivities 
confirmed

Assessment and 
decision by Minister 
for HRE Act, Minister 

for Pastoral Act/
Minister for Harbors 
and Navigation Act

Land is 
suitable  

for renewable 
industries 
(subject to 

more detailed 
assessment)

Competitive 
tendering for 

REFL

Release 
Area 

declared & 
gazetted

Determine selection criteria including: 
• Technical

• Environment and social governance

• Operational capability and history

• Cultural competency and agreement making

• Financial

• Benefit sharing

• Multiple land use provisions

Determine terms and conditions

Consultation with prescribed bodies 
including (DEW, EPA, AAR, DTI-PLUS, 

DIT) and Native Title groups.
Followed by targeted consultation

AREA IDENTIFICATION
Details in Regulations Details in Act

Release Area process

SELECTION CRITERIA DETERMINATION MINISTERIAL DECISION

High level 
mapping

Heritage

Native title

Social

Other

Mineral 
and energy 
resources

Renewable 
energy 

resources

Infrastructure

Land use 
& zoning

Environment Selection 
criteria and 
terms and 
conditions 
confirmed

AAR: Aboriginal Affairs and Reconciliation
DEW: Department for Environment and Water
DIT: Department for Infrastructure and Transport

DTI-PLUS: Department for Trade and Investment- 
Planning and Land Use Services

EPA: Environment Protection Authority

HRE: Hydrogen and Renewable Energy
REFL: Renewable Energy Feasibility Licence
Harbors and Navigation Act 1993
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Release Area 
process 

(Designated land) Joint 
Ministerial decision 

(Designated land)

Applicant secures 
interest in land 

(Non-designated 
land e.g. freehold)

Minister reviews 
application 

 (Non-designated land 
e.g. freehold)

OR

LICENCE 
APPLICATION

REVISED 
EIR & SEO 
LODGED

LICENCE 
GRANTED

ACTIVITIES 
COMMENCE

EIR & SEO 
LODGEMENT

MINISTER 
ASSESSMENT 

AND APPROVAL 
OF OMP

MINISTER 
ASSESSMENT, 

APPROVAL 
AND GAZETTAL OF 

SEO

ACCESS 
AGREEMENTS

(designated 
land)

OR

ILUA Negotiated 
over Native 

Title land

Optional 
scoping report to 

inform assessment 
of activities 

regulated under 
the EPBC Act

Notification 
of entry and 

commencement

If SEO already 
exists for activity

Ongoing 
compliance 

and reporting

EIR & SEO 
preparation

Licensee engages 
stakeholders 

& government 
agencies on 

proposed  EIR 
& SEO under 

approved 
consultation plan

Mandatory 
30-day public 
consultation 
on EIR and 

SEO

Operational 
Management Plan 

(OMP) prepared

Hydrogen and Renewable Energy Act licensing process

ILUA: Indigenous Land Use Agreement
PDI Act: Planning, Development, and Infrastructure Act 2016

EPBC Act: Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999

EIR: Environmental Impact Report

SEO: Statement of Environmental Objectives
OMP: Operational Management Plan
REIL: Renewable Energy Infrastructure Licence

REFL: Renewable Energy Feasibility Licence

HGL: Hydrogen Generation Licence

Other definitions on previous page

11/05/2023-205749



Definitions

• A scoping report may be 
required where a project 
is likely to have complex 
environmental or social 
interactions, including 
potential for assessment 
under the Environment 
Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 1999 (Cth).

• The scoping report may 
determine the level of 
detail, priority of issues 
and extent of work that is 
expected by government 
and the community 
relating to environmental 
impacts.

• This report provides 
the licence holder with 
greater certainty as to 
the assessment process 
that will be undertaken.

• The EIR details the potential impacts 
from the proposed activity on the 
environment (social, natural and 
economic).

• Applicants conduct a risk 
assessment to demonstrate impacts 
can be appropriately managed.

• This plan specifies the operations 
to be undertaken, including the 
construction, operation, maintenance 
and decommissioning of equipment 
and rehabilitation of land pertaining to 
all operations.

• It details how compliance with 
objectives of relevant SEO will be 
achieved, with reference to relevant 
standards where required.

• The SEO outlines how impacts in the 
EIR will be managed.

• It states the environmental objectives 
that must be achieved to carry out 
activities, including requirements of 
other co-regulatory agencies.

• It outlines the assessment criteria that 
determine if an objective has been 
achieved.

• It also provides definitions for 
immediately reportable incidents.

Scoping Report Environmental Impact Report (EIR) Operational Management Plan (OMP)Statement of Environmental 
Objectives (SEO)
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